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Attitudes of the media and educational elites towards adopting the media

education course in pre-university education

academics, leaders and professionals ® A field study on a sample of Saudi

Abstract:

This study sought to get the opinions of experts from the media and educational elites in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia towards the need to approve the media education course within the curricula in general
education. The study employed the quantitative scientific method by performing a field survey using the
on a sample size of (176), and the investigation ended up to significant results, which ,questionnaire tool
-are

1. The majority of the educational and media elites of the study sample, at a rate of (96.6%), stressed
on the necessity of approving the media education course in educational curricula in the Saudi
Arabia ;This is primarily due to the development of media awareness to deal with the overflow of
information and its dessamination with an average of (2.77), followed by secondly confronting
extremism in all its aspects (intellectual, religious, and political) with an average of (2.75), then
contributing to the purification of media content from harmful contents in the third rank with an average
of (2.66). The results of the study indicated that (50.6%) of the media and educational elites of the study
sample believe that the secondary stage represents the most appropriate educational stage for the
approval of the media education course.

2. The results also show that the media and educational elites believe that developing self-censorship
derived from the principles of Islam in the use of media content is in the first rank is among the total
goals that the media education course seeks to achieve in the educational process with an average (2.76),
while the goal of developing the ability to detect unreliable sources in the production of media content
ranked second with an average (2.70) while the goal of "developing the ability to consciously select For
media content "It came in third place with an average score of (2.70)

3. The results of the study indicated with regard to the opinion of the respondents from the media and
educational elites about what the media education course should seek to give to students at the cognitive
level that "the definition of media influence methods" represents the essential knowledge that the media
education course aims to provide to students with an average of (263). It also indicated that the skill of
critical thinking about the content of media materials ;occupies the first rank in the skills that material
media education seeks to teach students with an average of (2.70) the results also showed that
"developing the values of faith (belief in God, piety, fear of God, observation)” is the most prominent
values that the course of media education seeks to develop among students in different educational
stages according to the trends of educational and media elites in the sample of the study has an average
of (2.73).
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(*) Prof .Mohammed bin Suleiman Al-Subaihi, Professor at the College of Media and Communication at
Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University - Riyadh.
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