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Abstract:

This research aims to establish the correct interpretation of Allah’s saying:

{They made partners for Him in what He had given them} [Al-A‘raf: 190],

through an analytical comparative exegetical study that seeks—Dby Allah’s will—to resolve a long-standing scholarly debate.
The key findings of the researcher are as follows:

1. The ones mentioned in the preceding context are Adam (peace be upon him) and his wife, and they are almost
definitively the subjects of the acts of intimacy, conception, and supplication to Allah for righteous offspring.

2. The ones referred to in the latter part of the verse are certainly not Adam (peace be upon him) or Hawwa (may Allah be
pleased with her) ; rather, the most plausible interpretation is that it refers primarily to the Arab polytheists, as indicated by
the mention of idols, their inability to benefit their worshippers, and the established fact that they rejected the Prophet’s
(peace and blessings be upon him) call.

3. The crux of the exegetical debate revolves around the phrase: { They made partners for Him}, which is disputed due to its
connection to both the preceding and following contexts, leading to scholarly controversy. The majority of scholars linked it
to the preceding context (Adam and Hawwa), interpreting the shirk (associating partners with Allah) as minor shirk.
However, another group of scholars linked it to the latter context (polytheists), considering it a rhetorical transition (husn al-
takhallus). They reinterpreted the dual pronoun (referring to the "two") as referring to Adam and Hawwa linguistically while
actually meaning their descendants, though most of these interpretations remain unconvincing,.

4. Through analytical and objective critique, the researcher concluded that the interpretation linking the phrase to the latter
context is stronger, as it aligns with the eloquent styles of classical Arabic. Moreover, this interpretation completely absolves
our father, the noble Prophet Adam (peace be upon him), and our mother, the righteous and obedient wife, from any form
of shirk—whether major or minor. Additionally, this interpretation avoids reliance on Israelite narrations (Isra'lliyyat),
which often include distortions and disrespect towards prophets, as is typical in their altered traditions. The researcher
employed an analytical approach in evaluating interpretations and linguistic indications, a descriptive approach in presenting

the evidence clearly, and a critical approach in scrutinizing and favoring the most accurate view.

Keywords:

Tafsir, analysis, preceding context, latter context, partners, Adam, Hawwa.
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